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TPE 2: CREATING AND MAINTAINING 
EFFECTIVE ENVIRONMENTS FOR STUDENT 
LEARNING

THIS TPE EMPHASIZES THE STRATEGIES INVOLVED IN ESTABLISHING AND MAINTAINING
PRODUCTIVE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENTS THAT FACILITATE LEARNING FOR ALL
STUDENTS.

• LEVEL 1: MINIMAL CONNECTION BETWEEN LESSON PLANS AND STUDENTS' PRIOR
KNOWLEDGE. INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND ADAPTATIONS LACK A CLEAR RATIONALE
OR CONNECTION TO STUDENTS’ NEEDS, POTENTIALLY LEAVING STUDENTS DISENGAGED
OR UNSUPPORTED.

• LEVEL 2: SOME ATTEMPTS ARE MADE TO ENGAGE STUDENTS USING BASIC ADAPTATIONS, 
BUT THESE EFFORTS MAY NOT FULLY ALIGN WITH STUDENTS' NEEDS OR LEVERAGE THEIR
STRENGTHS, LEADING TO ONLY PARTIAL ENGAGEMENT AND SUPPORT.

• LEVEL 3: CLEAR CONNECTION BETWEEN INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND STUDENTS’ 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCES. PLANS INCLUDE ADAPTATIONS THAT SUPPORT
DIVERSE LEARNING NEEDS, EFFECTIVELY ENGAGING MOST STUDENTS.

• LEVEL 4: DETAILED PLANNING INCLUDES DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE STRATEGIES THAT BUILD
ON EACH STUDENT’S STRENGTHS AND NEEDS. INSTRUCTION IS ADAPTIVE AND
RESPONSIVE, PROMOTING DEEPER STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND SUPPORT.

• LEVEL 5: ADVANCED USE OF INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES BASED ON UNIVERSAL DESIGN
FOR LEARNING (UDL) PRINCIPLES, ENSURING ALL STUDENTS ARE FULLY ENGAGED AND
SUPPORTED THROUGH HIGHLY FLEXIBLE AND INCLUSIVE TEACHING METHODS.



TPE 4: PLANNING INSTRUCTION AND 
DESIGNING LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR ALL 
STUDENTS

THIS TPE FOCUSES ON THE DESIGN AND EXECUTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL PLANS THAT
ADDRESS STUDENTS’ DIVERSE LEARNING NEEDS.

• LEVEL 1: LIMITED OR NO CONSIDERATION OF HOW LESSON PLANNING ADDRESSES THE
DIVERSE NEEDS OF STUDENTS. PLANS MAY BE RIGID OR INAPPROPRIATE, POTENTIALLY
EXCLUDING SOME STUDENTS FROM EFFECTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCES.

• LEVEL 2: SOME CONSIDERATION OF STUDENT DIVERSITY IN PLANNING, BUT THE
STRATEGIES MAY NOT BE SUFFICIENTLY TAILORED OR EFFECTIVE, LEADING TO LEARNING
EXPERIENCES THAT DO NOT FULLY ENGAGE ALL STUDENTS.

• LEVEL 3: PLANS ARE INFORMED BY A STRONG UNDERSTANDING OF STUDENT DIVERSITY, 
INCLUDING VARIED CULTURAL, LINGUISTIC, AND LEARNING NEEDS. INSTRUCTIONAL
STRATEGIES ARE APPROPRIATE AND EFFECTIVE FOR MOST STUDENTS.

• LEVEL 4: IN-DEPTH, CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE TEACHING STRATEGIES ARE INTEGRATED
INTO PLANNING. PLANS ARE HIGHLY TAILORED TO INDIVIDUAL STUDENT PROFILES, 
PROMOTING ENRICHED AND MEANINGFUL LEARNING EXPERIENCES.

• LEVEL 5: EXPERT APPLICATION OF UDL PRINCIPLES IN LESSON PLANNING, CREATING
AN EXCEPTIONALLY FLEXIBLE AND INCLUSIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT THAT ADAPTS
TO THE EVOLVING NEEDS OF EVERY STUDENT AND ENSURES OPTIMAL ENGAGEMENT
AND LEARNING OUTCOMES.



TPE 2 LEVEL COMPARISONS

Level 1 to Level 2
Progresses from no engagement 

strategies or adaptations for student 
diversity to minimal and often 

ineffective attempts to engage and 
support all students (CalStateTEACH

Program, 2019a).

Level 2 to Level 3
Advances from basic and partially 
effective engagement strategies to 

more thoughtful and effective 
adaptations that clearly support 

diverse learning need  
(CalStateTEACH Program, 2019a).

Level 3 to Level 4
Moves from effective engagement 

strategies to more detailed and 
adaptive approaches that are 

tailored to individual student profiles 
and needs (California Commission on 

Teacher Credentialing, 2023).

Level 4 to Level 5
Shifts from tailored engagement 
strategies to a holistic use of UDL 

principles, ensuring all students are 
fully engaged and supported 

through highly flexible and inclusive 
teaching methods (California 

Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing, 2023).



TPE 4 LEVEL COMPARISONS

Level 1 to Level 2
Improves from limited consideration 

of how lesson planning meets diverse 
needs to some planning that 

considers student diversity, although 
often insufficient (CalStateTEACH

Program, 2019).

Level 2 to Level 3
Develops from basic consideration of 

diversity to more comprehensive 
planning that includes appropriate 

and effective instructional strategies 
for a diverse student body 

(CalStateTEACH Program, 2019).

Level 3 to Level 4
Enhances from general effective 
planning to in-depth, culturally 

responsive strategies that are highly 
tailored to individual learning needs 
and cultural backgrounds (California 

Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing, 2023).

Level 4 to Level 5
Elevates from culturally responsive 

and tailored instruction to the 
comprehensive integration of UDL 

principles, creating an exceptionally 
inclusive learning environment that 

adapts to the evolving needs of 
every student (California Commission 

on Teacher Credentialing, 2023).
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TPE 2 
REFLECTION

IN MY TUTORING SESSIONS, I PRIMARILY FOCUS ON
COMPLETING TASKS AND COVERING CONTENT WITHOUT FULLY
ENGAGING OR SUPPORTING THE INDIVIDUAL LEARNING NEEDS
OF MY STUDENTS. AT LEVEL 1, MY APPROACH OFTEN LACKS
ADAPTATION OR CONNECTION TO THE DIVERSE NEEDS AND
BACKGROUNDS OF THE STUDENTS I WORK WITH. FOR
INSTANCE, I MIGHT PROVIDE THE SAME EXPLANATION AND
PRACTICE EXERCISES TO ALL STUDENTS REGARDLESS OF THEIR
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OR LEARNING STYLES.

THIS LEVEL REFLECTS MY CURRENT PRACTICE BECAUSE I TEND
TO RELY ON A ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL APPROACH, WHICH MAY NOT
EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE OR SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS. I'VE NOTICED
THAT WHILE SOME STUDENTS CAN FOLLOW ALONG, OTHERS
STRUGGLE TO STAY ENGAGED OR UNDERSTAND THE MATERIAL, 
INDICATING THAT MY STRATEGIES ARE NOT SUFFICIENTLY
TAILORED TO MEET EACH STUDENT'S UNIQUE NEEDS.



TPE 4 
REFLECTION

SIMILARLY, AT LEVEL 1 IN TPE 4, MY PLANNING FOR TUTORING
SESSIONS IS QUITE BASIC AND OFTEN DOES NOT CONSIDER THE
INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES AMONG MY STUDENTS. MY SESSION
PLANS GENERALLY INCLUDE A SET OF STANDARD EXERCISES AND
EXPLANATIONS THAT ARE USED UNIVERSALLY, WITHOUT
MODIFICATIONS TO ACCOMMODATE DIFFERENT LEARNING
ABILITIES OR INTERESTS. THIS APPROACH CAN RESULT IN SESSIONS
THAT ARE NOT AS EFFECTIVE AS THEY COULD BE BECAUSE THEY
FAIL TO ADDRESS THE SPECIFIC CHALLENGES OR STRENGTHS OF
EACH STUDENT.

THIS LEVEL ACCURATELY REFLECTS MY TUTORING PRACTICE AS I 
OFTEN FIND MYSELF UNPREPARED TO ADJUST MY METHODS OR
MATERIALS TO BETTER SUIT THE DIVERSE ACADEMIC LEVELS OR
CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS OF MY STUDENTS. MY SESSIONS
SOMETIMES FEEL RIGID AND ARE NOT ALWAYS RESPONSIVE TO
STUDENT FEEDBACK OR PROGRESS, SUGGESTING A NEED FOR
MORE FLEXIBLE AND THOUGHTFUL PLANNING.



MOVING FORWARD

TO IMPROVE BEYOND LEVEL 1 IN BOTH TPE 2 AND
TPE 4, I RECOGNIZE THE NEED TO DEVELOP MORE
PERSONALIZED ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES AND PLAN
MY SESSIONS WITH A GREATER FOCUS ON EACH
STUDENT’S INDIVIDUAL NEEDS. THIS WILL INVOLVE
ACTIVELY SEEKING STUDENT FEEDBACK ABOUT WHAT
WORKS BEST FOR THEM, RESEARCHING DIFFERENT
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES, AND APPLYING A MORE
ADAPTIVE APPROACH TO TUTORING. ADDITIONALLY, I 
PLAN TO INVEST TIME IN LEARNING ABOUT CULTURAL
RESPONSIVENESS AND INCLUSIVE TEACHING
PRACTICES TO BETTER SUPPORT MY STUDENTS’ DIVERSE
BACKGROUNDS.



PROMOTING SAFE AND EQUITABLE LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENTS

EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES
1. DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION: BY TAILORING LEARNING ACTIVITIES TO MEET THE VARIED

NEEDS OF STUDENTS, EDUCATORS CAN ENSURE THAT EACH LEARNER FEELS SUPPORTED AND
VALUED. THIS APPROACH HELPS STUDENTS FROM DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS AND WITH
DIFFERENT ABILITIES TO ENGAGE MEANINGFULLY WITH THE CONTENT, PROMOTING A SENSE OF
INCLUSION AND EQUITY.

2. CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE TEACHING: INTEGRATING PRACTICES THAT ACKNOWLEDGE AND
RESPECT STUDENTS’ DIVERSE CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS ENRICHES THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE
AND BUILDS A WELCOMING CLASSROOM ATMOSPHERE. THIS APPROACH ENCOURAGES
STUDENTS TO BRING THEIR WHOLE SELVES TO LEARNING, FOSTERING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT
WHERE EVERY STUDENT FEELS SEEN AND RESPECTED.

3. UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING (UDL): IMPLEMENTING UDL PRINCIPLES ENSURES THAT
TEACHING METHODS, MATERIALS, AND ASSESSMENTS ARE ACCESSIBLE TO ALL STUDENTS, 
REGARDLESS OF THEIR LEARNING STYLE, ABILITY, OR BACKGROUND. THIS INCLUSIVITY
PREVENTS MARGINALIZATION AND PROMOTES FAIRNESS IN EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.

4. POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORT: ESTABLISHING CLEAR EXPECTATIONS FOR BEHAVIOR AND
USING POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT TO ENCOURAGE COMPLIANCE CAN CREATE A
PREDICTABLE AND SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. THIS STABILITY HELPS STUDENTS FEEL
SECURE, ALLOWING THEM TO FOCUS ON LEARNING.

5. FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT: REGULARLY ASSESSING STUDENT UNDERSTANDING IN A NON-
THREATENING WAY ALLOWS EDUCATORS TO ADJUST INSTRUCTION RESPONSIVELY, ENSURING
ALL STUDENTS CAN ACHIEVE LEARNING OBJECTIVES. THIS PRACTICE SUPPORTS A CULTURE OF
CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT AND SUCCESS.

MY INDIVIDUAL GOALS
1. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: COMMITTING TO ONGOING PROFESSIONAL GROWTH IN

AREAS LIKE EQUITY, INCLUSION, AND TEACHING EFFECTIVENESS WILL ENSURE THAT I AM
EQUIPPED TO MEET THE DIVERSE NEEDS OF MY STUDENTS. THIS COMMITMENT WILL LEAD TO
MORE EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO
CREATE SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS.

2. ADVOCACY FOR STUDENTS: SETTING A GOAL TO ADVOCATE FOR EQUITABLE RESOURCES
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL STUDENTS HELPS TO LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD, PARTICULARLY
FOR THOSE FROM UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES. THIS ADVOCACY IS KEY IN FOSTERING AN
ENVIRONMENT WHERE ALL STUDENTS HAVE WHAT THEY NEED TO SUCCEED.

3. REFLECTIVE PRACTICE: AIMING TO REFLECT ON MY TEACHING PRACTICE WILL HELP IDENTIFY
AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, PARTICULARLY IN HOW STUDENTS ARE SUPPORTED AND
ENGAGED. REFLECTION WILL DRIVE BETTER UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF HOW
DIVERSE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS OPERATE, LEADING TO MORE THOUGHTFUL AND
INCLUSIVE PRACTICES.

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: ENGAGING WITH FAMILIES AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES WILL
ENRICH THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT BY BRINGING IN MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES AND SUPPORT
NETWORKS. THIS HELPS BUILD A HOLISTIC EDUCATIONAL ECOSYSTEM THAT SUPPORTS
STUDENTS’ VARIED NEEDS BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM.
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